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INDIA SET TO
LAUNCH MOON
ROVER AND
ORBITER

DUST STORMS
BREW OVER MARS

WHAT ARE
INTERMEDIATE-MASS
BLACK HOLES?

Later this week, India will
be a launching their
ambitious second lunar
mission

The European Space
Agency's Mars Express
orbiter captured images
of dust storms swirling
over Red Planet's
northern ice cap.

We've detected puny, stellar-
mass black holes. And we've
detected giant, supermassive
black holes. But what about
those in the middle?

THE SKY THIS
WEEK FROM JULY
12 TO 21

The Moon takes center
stage this week, passing
close to both Jupiter and
Saturn before it reaches its
Full phase on the 16th — 50
years to the day after
Apollo 11 blasted off on its
extraordinary mission.

READ MORE

READ MORE
READ MORE

READ MORE

http://astronomy.com/news/2019/07/what-are-intermediate-mass-black-holes
http://astronomy.com/news/2019/07/india-prepares-for-second-lunar-mission-launch
http://astronomy.com/news/2019/07/dust-storms-brew-over-mars
http://astronomy.com/observing/sky-this-week/2019/07/the-sky-this-week-from-july-12-to-21
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Explanation: What do birds do during a total solar eclipse? Darkness descends more quickly in a total eclipse than during sunset, but
returns just as quickly -- and perhaps unexpectedly to the avians -- just a few minutes later. Stories about the unusual behavior of birds

during eclipses have been told for centuries, but bird reactions were recorded and studied systematically by citizen scientists participating
in aneBird project during the total solar eclipse that crossed the USA in 2017 August. Although some unusual behaviors were observed,

many observers noted birds acting like it was dusk and either landing or flying low to the ground. Radar confirmed a significant decrease in
high-flying birds and insects during and just after totality. Conversely, several sightings of normally nocturnal birds were reported. Pictured,

a flock of birds in La Serena, Chile flew through the air together during the total solar eclipse that crossed South America last week. The
photographer captured the scene in frames from an eclipse video. The next total solar eclipse in 2020 December will also cross South

America, while in 2024 April a total solar eclipse will cross North America from Mexico through New England, USA.

Birds During a Total Solar Eclipse 
Image Credit & Copyright: Leonardo Caldas

July 16 - Partial Lunar Eclipse

A partial lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes through the Earth's partial shadow, or
penumbra, and only a portion of it passes through the darkest shadow, or umbra. During this type
of eclipse a part of the Moon will darken as it moves through the Earth's shadow. The eclipse will
be visible throughout most of Europe, Africa, central Asia, and the Indian Ocean.
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