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ALEXEI LEONOV, FIRST
PERSON TO WALK IN
SPACE, DIES AT 85

NASA IS BUILDING ITS
FIRST ELECTRIC
AIRPLANE

HOW MANY
ASTRONAUTS HAVE
DIED IN SPACE?

The electric airplane could be a
key step in eliminating carbon
emissions in aviation.

There's no doubt space is an
extremely dangerous place, but
only a handful of space travelers
have actually died there.

THE SKY THIS WEEK
FROM OCTOBER 18
TO 27

The Orionid meteor
shower peaks Tuesday
morning, while the ice
giant world Uranus
reaches its peak when it
comes to opposition at the
end of the week.

READ MORE

READ MORE READ MOREREAD MORE

Soviet cosmonaut Alexei
Leonov made the first
spacewalk, an excursion
he barely survived. He
also made the first space
art and advocated
international peace.
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Explanation: The failed unit was beyond the reach of the robotic Canadarm2. Therefore, this repair of the International Space
Station would require humans. The humans on duty were NASA's Jessica Meir and Christina Koch. This was the fourth spacewalk for

Meir, the first for Koch, and the first all-female spacewalk in human history. The first woman to walk in space was Svetlana Savitskaya in
1984. Koch (red stripe) and Weir are pictured hard at work on the P6 Truss, with solar panels and the darkness of space in the

background. Working over seven hours, the newly installed Battery Charge / Discharge Unit (BCDU) was successfully replaced and,
when powered up, operated normally.

All Female Spacewalk Repairs Space StationImage
 Credit: NASA TV, Expedition 61

October 21, 22 - Orionids Meteor Shower

The Orionids is an average shower producing up to 20 meteors per hour at its peak. It is
produced by dust grains left behind by comet Halley, which has been known and
observed since ancient times. The shower runs annually from October 2 to November 7.
It peaks this year on the night of October 21 and the morning of October 22. The second
quarter moon will block some of the fainter meteors this year, but the Orionids tend to
be fairly bright so it could still be a good show. Best viewing will be from a dark location
after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Orion, but can appear
anywhere in the sky.
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