February 8 - 15

DUBAI ASTRONOMY
GROUP
Newsletter
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

NASA’S SPITZER SPACE
TELESCOPE ENDS 16YEAR MISSION OF
DISCOVERY

LYMAN STRONG
SPITZER: NAMESAKE
OF THE SPITZER
SPACE TELESCOPE

NASA’s Spitzer space telescope
spotted 7 Earth-size worlds
orbiting another star, a new ring
around Saturn and many more
wonders in space.

Though the Hubble Space
Telescope was named after
Edwin Hubble, we might not
have any space telescopes
(including Hubble) without
the renowned astrophysicist
Lyman Strong Spitzer.

Read more

NEWEST SOLAR
TELESCOPE RELEASES
ITS 1ST IMAGES
The clarity of these images from the
Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope in
Hawaii is thanks to the telescope’s 4meter mirror, the world’s largest for a
solar telescope. “It’s the biggest jump
in our ability to study the sun since
Galileo’s time,” a scientist said.

Read more

Read more

WHAT IS EARTH’S
SHADOW, AND WHEN
CAN YOU SEE IT?
Like all worlds orbiting suns,
our planet Earth casts a
shadow. Here are some times
to look for it.

Read more

ASTRONOMY
PICTURE OF THE WEEK

NGC 7331 Close Up
Image Credit & License: ESA/Hubble & NASA/D. Milisavljevic (Purdue University)
Explanation: Big, beautiful spiral galaxy NGC 7331 is often touted as an analog to our own Milky Way. About 50 million light-years
distant in the northern constellation Pegasus, NGC 7331 was recognized early on as a spiral nebula and is actually one of the
brighter galaxies not included in Charles Messier's famous 18th century catalog. Since the galaxy's disk is inclined to our line-ofsight, long telescopic exposures often result in an image that evokes a strong sense of depth. This Hubble Space Telescope closeup spans some 40,000 light-years. The galaxy's magnificent spiral arms feature dark obscuring dust lanes, bright bluish clusters of
massive young stars, and the telltale reddish glow of active star forming regions. The bright yellowish central regions harbor
populations of older, cooler stars. Like the Milky Way, a supermassive black hole lies at the core of spiral galaxy NGC 7331.

UPCOMING CELESTIAL EVENTS
February 9 - Full Moon, Supermoon
The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will be
fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 07:34 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native
American tribes as the Full Snow Moon because the heaviest snows usually fell during this time
of the year. Since hunting is difficult, this moon has also been known by some tribes as the Full
Hunger Moon, since the harsh weather made hunting difficult. This is also the first of four
supermoons for 2020. The Moon will be at its closest approach to the Earth and may look slightly
larger and brighter than usual.
Join Dubai Astronomy Group to observe the first Super Moon of February on 9th Feb 2020 at Al
Thuraya Astronomy Center - Mushrif Park - Dubai. For tickets and more details about the event visit
our website www.dubaiastronomy.com
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