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LIFTOFF! SOLAR
ORBITER LAUNCHES
SUCCESSFULLY
ESA’s sun-exploring Solar
Orbiter will be the first
spacecraft ever to fly over
the sun’s poles. It’ll study the
origin of the solar wind,
which has the potential to
affect earthly technologies.

DIMMING BETELGEUSE
IS NOW ALSO BENT
OUT OF SHAPE, NEW
SURFACE IMAGES
SHOW
The nearby red supergiant
has been dimming for a while
now, but its exact fate is still
unknown.

After spending nearly a full
year in space, scientists will
use Koch’s mission to study
how microgravity affects
women.

Read more
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WHEN BETELGEUSE GOES
SUPERNOVA, WHAT WILL
IT LOOK LIKE FROM
EARTH?
Astronomers simulated what
humans will see on Earth when the
star Betelgeuse explodes as a
supernova sometime in the next
100,000 years.

Read more

CHRISTINA KOCH'S
RECORD-SETTING
SPACEFLIGHT MAY
HELP IN THE FUTURE

ASTRONOMY
PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Solar Eclipse over the UAE
Image Credit & Copyright: Joshua Cripps
Explanation: What's happening behind that camel? A partial eclipse of the Sun. About six and a half weeks ago, the
Moon passed completely in front of the Sun as seen from a narrow band on the Earth. Despite (surely) many camels being
located in this narrow band, only one found itself stationed between this camera, the distant Moon, and the even more distant
Sun. To create this impressive superposition, though, took a well-planned trip to the United Arab Emirates, careful alignments,
and accurate timings on the day of the eclipse. Although the resulting featured image shows a partially eclipsed Sun rising,
the Moon went on to appear completely engulfed by the Sun in an annular eclipse known as a ring of fire. Forward scattering
of sunlight, dominated by quantum mechanical diffraction, gives the camel hair and rope fray an unusual glow. The next solar
eclipse is also an annular eclipse and will occur this coming June.

UPCOMING CELESTIAL EVENTS
March 9 - Full Moon, Supermoon
The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will
be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 17:48 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native
American tribes as the Full Worm Moon because this was the time of year when the ground
would begin to soften and the earthworms would reappear. This moon has also been known as
the Full Crow Moon, the Full Crust Moon, the Full Sap Moon, and the Lenten Moon. This is also
the second of four supermoons for 2020. The Moon will be at its closest approach to the Earth
and may look slightly larger and brighter than usual.
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