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THE SKY THIS
WEEK FROM
JANUARY 10 TO 19

HOW UPCOMING
SPACE TELESCOPES
WILL WORK WITH
THE ICONIC HUBBLE

The Full Moon dominates
the night sky early this week,
but as it moves out of the
way, stargazers can view
Orion with an
uncharacteristically faint
Betelgeuse.

As new space telescopes are
developed and launched,
they’re not meant to replace
the iconic telescope, but aid
its missions.

Read more

Read more

PROBING THE COSMOS
FOR FLAWS IN EINSTEIN'S
GENERAL RELATIVITY
Einstein's equations have held up
remarkably well for over a
century. But they leave
tantalizing gaps in our
knowledge.

Read more

WHAT ARE BLACK
HOLES?
Black holes are among the
most bizarre and enigmatic
objects in the modern
universe. Click in for a black
hole introduction.

Read more

ASTRONOMY
PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Stars and Dust in Corona Australis
Image Credit & Copyright: CHART32 Team, Processing - Johannes Schedler
Explanation: Cosmic dust clouds and young, energetic stars inhabit this telescopic vista, less than 500 light-years away toward the
northern boundary of Corona Australis, the Southern Crown. The dust clouds effectively block light from more distant background
stars in the Milky Way. But the striking complex of reflection nebulae cataloged as NGC 6726, 6727, and IC 4812 produce a
characteristic blue color as light from the region's young hot stars is reflected by the cosmic dust. The dust also obscures from
view stars still in the process of formation. At the left, smaller yellowish nebula NGC 6729 bends around young variable star R
Coronae Australis. Just below it, glowing arcs and loops shocked by outflows from embedded newborn stars are identified
as Herbig-Haro objects. On the sky this field of view spans about 1 degree. That corresponds to almost 9 light-years at the
estimated distance of the nearby star forming region.

UPCOMING CELESTIAL EVENTS
February 9 - Full Moon, Supermoon
The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will be
fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 07:34 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native
American tribes as the Full Snow Moon because the heaviest snows usually fell during this time
of the year. Since hunting is difficult, this moon has also been known by some tribes as the Full
Hunger Moon, since the harsh weather made hunting difficult. This is also the first of four
supermoons for 2020. The Moon will be at its closest approach to the Earth and may look slightly
larger and brighter than usual.
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